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us to a heartfelt mission of service. And for 
showing us how to do our work ener-
getically, humbly, and, as only she could, 
joyfully. 

This is a different organization thanks to 
Jo Ann Emerson. It is stronger yet more 
flexible. It thinks and communicates dif-
ferently. It possesses a greater degree of self- 
awareness. It remains a beacon to others. 

That’s her legacy: Jo Ann prepared us to 
expand the relationship with our many part-
ners— relationships in which we are the 
trusted resource, champion the cooperative 
cause and inspire the future. 

Today, her story joins those of the CEOs 
who made her leadership of this organization 
possible. Jo Ann would not have had this op-
portunity if not for the courage and vision of 
Clyde Ellis, Robert Partridge, Bob Bergland, 
and Glenn English. We all, Jo Ann included, 
look to a future full of promise at NRECA. 

And it is our greatest hope that Jo Ann 
will continue to improve, and that she will 
have the opportunity to live a life filled with 
the blessings of family and the chance to re-
flect on her significant accomplishments and 
many wonderful friendships built over a ca-
reer well-spent in service to others. 

On her behalf, thank you for allowing Jo 
Ann the privilege of leading NRECA. I 
know—and she agrees—that this has been 
the highest honor of her distinguished ca-
reer. 
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HONORING OFFICER MICHAEL 
KATHERMAN 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, today I 
ask my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring the life of Police Officer Michael 
Katherman, a beloved husband, father, 
son, and brother who tragically lost his 
life in the line of duty on June 14, 2016. 

Officer Katherman was born on Octo-
ber 18, 1981, in San Jose, CA. After 
graduating from Valley Christian High 
School in 2000, Officer Katherman 
played basketball at Simpson Univer-
sity in Redding before returning to his 
hometown to pursue his lifelong goal of 
becoming a police officer. In 2005, Offi-
cer Katherman’s dream became a re-
ality when he joined the San Jose Po-
lice Department, serving the commu-
nity grew up in. After receiving the De-
partment’s Outstanding Police Duty 
Award in 2009, Officer Katherman be-
came a motorcycle officer in 2015. 

At a memorial service on June 21, 
friends and colleagues fondly recalled 
Officer Katherman’s selfless nature and 
passionate commitment to his fellow 
police officers. He was actively in-
volved with the Keith Kelley Club, a 
local organization that helps the fami-
lies of law enforcement officers facing 
hard times, and recently participated 
in the annual Police Unity Tour, a bi-
cycle ride to honor fallen officers and 
raise funds for the National Law En-
forcement Officer’s Memorial. ‘‘Mike 
means so much to me because he rep-
resents everything I’ve wanted to be-
come: a good moral person,’’ said his 
supervisor, Sergeant John Carr. 

Above all else, Officer Katherman 
was devoted to his family and his faith. 
On behalf of the people of California, 
whom Officer Katherman served so 
bravely, I extend my gratitude and 
deepest sympathies to his wife, April; 

sons Josh and Jason; parents Tom and 
Diane; and his brother, Nate. 
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300TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
GEORGETOWN, MAINE 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, today I 
wish to commemorate the 300th anni-
versary of the town of Georgetown, 
ME. One of Maine’s oldest and most 
historic communities, Georgetown was 
built with a spirit of determination and 
resiliency that still guides the commu-
nity today, and this tricentennial is a 
time to celebrate the generations of 
hard-working and caring people who 
have made it such a wonderful place to 
live, work, and raise families. 

The year of Georgetown’s incorpora-
tion, 1716, was but one milestone in a 
long journey of progress. For thou-
sands of years, the region where the 
mighty Kennebec River meets the sea 
served as fishing grounds for the 
Etchemin Tribe, and the extensive 
shell middens and other archeological 
sites are today a treasure trove of this 
ancient history. 

In 1607, the English established Pop-
ham Colony on the opposite shore of 
the Kennebec. This was an event of 
profound importance to Maine and to 
our Nation, as the rugged pioneers of 
the short-lived colony crafted the first 
oceangoing sailing vessel built in 
North America and created an industry 
that remains vital to the Maine econ-
omy and to our national security. 

Drawn by one of the finest natural 
harbors in New England, English set-
tlers arrived within a few years of the 
Pilgrims landing at Plymouth in 1620. 
The early English influence is under-
scored by the fact that the first deeds 
granted to the settlers were signed by 
the Etchemin Sagamore, who was 
called Chief Robinhood by the new-
comers and whose name lives on at 
many points of interest throughout the 
community. By 1716, Georgetown was a 
growing town with an economy driven 
by fishing, shipbuilding, and lumber 
and grain mills. The wealth produced 
by the sea and by hard work was in-
vested in schools and churches to cre-
ate a true community. 

Today the people of Georgetown con-
tinue to build on those traditions. 
Fishing and boatbuilding are main-
stays of the economy. Fine inns and 
restaurants support a thriving tourism 
industry. Reid State Park, a gift to the 
people of Maine from Georgetown busi-
nessman and civic leader Walter Reid, 
offers spectacular scenery and abun-
dant wildlife that makes Georgetown a 
haven for outdoor enthusiasts and art-
ists. An active historical society, li-
brary, and volunteer fire department 
demonstrate the spirit of this remark-
able town. 

This landmark anniversary is not 
just about something that is measured 
in calendar years. It is an occasion to 
celebrate the people who for more than 
three centuries have pulled together, 
cared for one another, and built a com-
munity. Thanks to those who came be-

fore, Georgetown has a wonderful his-
tory. Thanks to those who are there 
today, it has a bright future. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

REMEMBERING HENRY DIAMOND 

∑ Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I 
wish to pay tribute to a fellow Ten-
nessean Henry Diamond, who passed 
away Sunday, February 21, here in 
Washington. 

He was a champion for land and 
water conservation, a tireless advocate 
for the cause of protecting and con-
serving some of this country’s greatest 
natural treasures. He had the ability 
and personality to work across the po-
litical spectrum with members of both 
parties, nongovernmental groups, 
State and local governments, and oth-
ers. 

Named by then Governor Nelson 
Rockefeller, Henry was one of the 
country’s first commissioners of a 
newly created State environmental de-
partment. From that beginning, he left 
an indelible mark. 

I think back to the seminal Outdoor 
Recreation Resources Review Commis-
sion some 50 years ago in which Henry 
played a prominent role. The commis-
sion led to the creation of our wilder-
ness areas, wild and scenic rivers, and 
the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund, which has invested billions of 
dollars from oil and gas revenues in 
well over 40,000 projects all across this 
country. 

I am reminded of his involvement 
some 20 years later when he created 
and chaired a task force that pressed 
for a timely review of the country’s 
commitment to land and water con-
servation, which prompted President 
Reagan to establish the President’s 
Commission on Americans Outdoors. I 
chaired the commission when I was 
Governor of Tennessee. The commis-
sion’s 1987 report called for a ‘‘prairie 
fire of local action’’ to inspire States 
and communities to build greenways 
and otherwise protect outdoor re-
sources and provide opportunities for 
outdoor recreation. 

And then there was his work with 
Lady Bird Johnson as director of the 
White House Conference on Natural 
Beauty, which rallied Americans to 
support environmental initiatives and 
paved the way for an array of laws and 
programs Congress enacted to clean 
our air and water and ensure the con-
tinuing productivity of the natural re-
sources on which our economy and our 
quality of life depend. 

His close friendship with the Rocke-
feller family led to their contribution 
to the Nation of some outstanding 
landscapes in Wyoming, Hawaii, and 
Vermont. 

After he left public service, Henry 
started one of the premiere environ-
mental law firms that still bears his 
name, Beveridge & Diamond, where he 
continued to champion conservation. 
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